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We are drowning in information, while starving for wisdom. The world henceforth will 
be run by synthesizers, people able to put together the right information at the right 
time, think critically about it, and make important choices wisely.

E. O. Wilson 



Certificate Program in Molecular Medicine

To train a cadre of basic science researchers 
with experiences that provide: 

• Knowledge of clinical medicine

• Skills for effective communication with clinicians

• Productive research collaborations with clinicians  



• Mentoring and Guidance 

– Basic Science Mentor

– Clinical Mentor

• Oversight

– Program Committee

Integration of basic science and clinical 
interests
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• Basic Science and Clinical 
Mentors
– Regular meetings to discuss 

plans and review progress

– Choice of didactic and clinical 
program components

• Program Committee
– Semi-annual meetings with 

trainee and both mentors

Advisory Structure
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• Clinical Conferences 
– Department Grand Rounds
– Case Conferences
– Tumor Boards

• Physician/Patient Observations
– Educational Rounds
– Ambulatory Clinics
– Imaging

Training Requirements
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• Didactic Courses
– Modular structure
– Flexible, self-created units

• Seminar Series
– Review/Update Forum
– Research Presentation
– Visiting Scientists



Training Requirements
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Web-based course management and communication tool

• Trainee Module
– Select or create didactic units

– Enter details of clinical experiences

– Enter details of clinical conferences attended

– Keep track of pending and completed program components

Administration
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Web-based course management and communication tool

• Mentor Module
– Notification of trainee’s component selection

– Approve didactic units created or selected by trainee

– Review details of clinical experiences by trainee

– Review details of clinical conferences attended by trainee

– Review pending and completed program components

Administration
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CPMM Management Tool

https://medapps.mc.vanderbilt.edu/cpmm
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• Any biomedical department or training program at Vanderbilt
– Must be in a Ph.D. track program

– Must have selected thesis mentor

• Online application available in summer
– Statement of Purpose

– Description of thesis research and proposal for integration with clinical 
experience

– Names of three potential clinical mentors

– Letter of support from thesis mentor

Eligibility and Application
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• Visit our website for updates

• Join the CPMM mailing list 

• Online application available in summer

• Contact Program Leadership
– Dr. Lou Muglia (Director)

– Dr. Joey Barnett (co-Director)

– Dr. Sarki Abdulkadir (co-Director)

• Contact Program Administrator
– Nadia Ehtesham (BRET Office)

More Information
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